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L ooking Down The Road...

A letter from the Director ...

Can you believe it ?? Its amost Au-
gust and the Great Lakes Romp is
over. These summer months just
seem to pass by way to quickly.

For those of you who did not make
the Romp you really missed a great
time. The weather was perfect, the
camping was great! And, of course,
the friends were many. In my opinion
this had to be the best Romp ever.
The committees thought of every-
thing possible. We stayed Friday,
Saturday and Sunday, leaving Mon-
day morning with just a few others
still packing up.

JD and his group did a terrific job
with the bike show, even though |
didn® win. We sure do have some
beautiful and unique bikes in our
groups.

Of course Doreen and her group had
the store open many, hours and sold
lots of stuff to lots of people. Thank

you Doreen for being so generous
with al your time and effort. Oh yea,
the ice cream was really great too!!

Next year the Romp will be held in
Kentucky sometime in September. If
you are able, please plan on attend-
ing—it should be a great one!

We were not able to attend the July
meeting, because of the death of my
brother, Tony, that day. Bill was kind
enough to take over the meeting for
me and it was greatly appreciated.

Donna and | and my family would
like to thank everyone who showed
their support to usin our time of sor-
row. It is at times like this that we
realy appreciate our friends and ex-
tended family.

Hope to see you al for the August
meeting.

Take care and, as always, ride safe.
Porky

Safety First!

Cell phones. Hate ‘em, dontcha? | do.
Thereis no greater threat to us bikers
than a distracted driver, and thereisno
bigger batch of distracted drivers than
those who think that their car is actually
a phone booth.

Some states have passed laws making it
absolutely illegal to drive while using a
cell phone, unless a hands-free deviceis
used. One such stateis New Y ork. |
know first-hand how effective thislaw is
since | was cut off by a driver with a cell
phone plastered to hishead in New Y ork
on the way home from Connecticut last
week.

That such laws can be drafted and passed
are aglimmer of hope to those of us who
normally fall victim to such things—
bikers, but we clearly cannot depend on
the law to make us safe. Besides, aside
from the scofflaws who will do as they
please anyway (like the jackass who cut
me off), studies have shown that those
using hands-free devices are just as dis-
tracted as those with their phone firmly
pressed against the side of their head!

So where does that |eave us? Do we need
to advocate laws by which it isillegal to
have a cell phone turned on within a
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- ALR General Membership

Meeting—4 Aug 7 pm

- ALR Dinner Run—11 Aug
6pm

- Ladies Night Out @ Var-
sity Club—18 Aug 6pm

- Chapter Picnic—27 Aug

BIRTHDAYSIN AUGUST:
- JimWilliams & Kathy “ Kit-
Kat” Spisz—1 Aug
- Brenda Menendez—7 Aug

- John “ Cruel John” Bowman—{
9 July

- Ed“Mr. Ed” Tripp—L11 Aug

- Ron “ Baron” Weyher—14 Aug

- Helen “ Toots” White & Sue
Wert—15 Aug

- Richard “ Ricco” Ciarami-
taro—21 Aug

- Nonie Stabenow—24 Aug

- David Sedliar—25 Aug

- Dianne Kaledas—26 Aug

- Bill “ Big Bill” Compton—31
Aug
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Safety First! (cont.)

(Continued from page 1)

moving vehicle. That’s a bit ex-
treme, and would literally kill the
cell phoneindustry! It'd be a bit
hypocritical, too—I’ m sure most of
us who have cell phones have made
or answered a call whilein our cars,
and, in an emergency, they’re indis-
pensable.

First, getting the arm and handset
away from the driver’s field of view
has to be an improvement, so man-
dating hands-freerigsis a good
start, but, as usual, your safety isin
your own hands.

Most yakking driverstend to as-
sume the left-elbow-on-the-
window-shelf, left-hand-firmly-
blocking-the-left-peripheral -field-
while-smashing-cell-phone-to-the-
temple posture. Knowing that they
are functionally blind to the left side
when observed in this posture, do
what you can to get out of that field.
If you find yourself trapped with a
cell phone between you and them,
scoot on ahead or slow down and
drop in behind—just get out of the
zone where you expect them to
make their mistakes.

Though scooting alongside of them
so that your engine washes out their

ability to hear the phone may make
you feel better, it also puts you right
in harm’s way. Keep in mind that
they are not thinking about driving;
they’ re thinking about their conver-
sation. By interfering with that, you
put them in a mode to recover the
conversation, which further pushes
their focus away from driving, in-
viting an accident! I’ ve never once
seen a yakking driver disconnect
because my bike was drowning out
their conversation. | have, however,
seen them veer into my lane, the
opposing lane, slow down, and
speed up unexpectedly trying to
shake the pesky biker from their
window. If you do this, make sure
your horn works as you'll need it to
“wake’ them up when they start
doing stupid things!

Again, pretend you'reinvisible and
plan your path down the road asif
no-one can see you—in this case,
that’s probably close to the fact!
When alongside or behind another
vehicle, do position yourself to be
seen, but, even so, assume that they
can't see you. Operating in this
manner, you can be pretty much
assured that you'll not be the cause
of any accident that might befall

you down the road. @é@

Condolences...

The Post 396 Chapter of the ALR
would like to express their deepest
sympathiesto Al “Porky” Spiteri
and family upon the loss of Tony
Spiteri, Al’s brother.

We would also like to express our
sympathies to 16™ District Legion
Commander Mike Buda and his

family upon the loss of hisfather.

May the good Lord grant them |
his peace. o

Thank you!

“Ponytail” Mike Globke is back on

his own two wheels, and would like
to thank all of those who thought of
him and wished him well following
his accident.

Congratulations!

Congratulations to the following Chap-
ter members upon their installation as
16th District SAL officers:

Greg “Grinner Man” Price
(District and Zone 1 Commander)
Darin “Cowboy” Titus (Sgt at
Arms)

Jim Williams (Ass't Sgt at Arms)
Pat “Bobcat” Babcock (Judge
Advocate)

Moe Price (Asst Chaplain)

...And Don’'t Call Me“Ed”

ow! The Great Lakes Romp was
really something! It was great to
FINALLY be able to attend one—
not an easy thing with five kids and
the exclusion of minors from those
prior (Wisconsin claims theirs was
family friendly, but this was not
clear at thetime, so | took amisson
it. Both of the Rolling Hills Romps
explicitly excluded kids.) 1I'm hop-
ing the Bluegrass Romp is designed
to include kids just as this one was.
'd aso like to take a few lines to
thank whomever was responsible
for nominating me for the American
Legion Rider of Honors award, and
to the committee of former ALROH
honorees for electing to give me the

award. Wow! What a surprise, and
what arush!

did manage to repair my scoot in
time for the Romp, so everything
worked out great in that respect.
Upon arrival, discovering that we
had insufficient equipment for set-
ting up camp, it was truly cool to
see my brothers and sisters of the
ALR rush in with the loan of exten-
sion cords, stakes, guy lines,
tools... We belong to an awesome
organization—clearly a family!

opefully, some of the pettiness
that seems to have erupted over the
Romp will fade to memory.
Frankly, I’'m disgusted at the com-
ments I've heard. Clearly, these

people did not attend nor participate
in the Romp, as evidenced by their
comments. That, or they weren't
paying attention. The Romp | was at
was incredible fun, well organized,
incredibly well managed, and
clearly a credit to those who put it
together, as well as those who as-
sisted in pulling it off on site.

f course, I'm assuming that the
pettiness is just that. Unfortunately,
some folks seem to have a different
agenda—and | continuously find
myself questioning whether this
agenda is intended for the benefit of
the organization as a whole, or only
for themselves. .

")

h, well. Sensibilitiesvary... &se.
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Great Lakes Romp Remembered Romp Praised...

As most who attended are aware, Na-
tional American Legion Officers Robert
Spanogle and Billy Johnson attended
thisyear's Great Lakes Romp.

Bobcat fell in love with Mr. Spanogle's
WLA (pictured at |eft), and heard a
rumor that it was for sale. In aresponse
to Bobcat’ sinquiry to purchase that
bike, Mr. Spanogle writes:

“...The Michigan Romp was very im-
pressive. All of you did agreat job...”

Take heart, Brothers and Sisters! This
Romp made ALR history. Not only was
it a stunning success—one that will be
tough to follow on for our Brothers and
Sistersin Kentucky—but it was the first
to turn a profit for the organizing Chap-
ters.

This shows what we can do when the
organization gets behind it. A suc-
cessto be celebrated! @iéﬁ

Chapter Picnic...

Once again, the Chapter Picnic will be
hosted by Animal and Stormy in the
Animal Zone! Bring adish to pass,
parents, kids, swim suit, whatever you'd
like to drink, and good humor. Stormy’s
making sloppy Joes and hot dogs.
There®badminton, volleyball and good
people. 29768 West Rd, 7 houses west
of Middlebelt, north side, second drive-
way. Look for the Animal Zone on

barn. 27 August at 2 pm until the cows
come home (hint: there are no cow
homesin New Boston...).

Bethere, or be square! ﬁ@ﬁ

Your ad here helps produce the monthly newdletter  (Ads are $10 each/$120 for 13 months)

Northwoods Har ley-Davidson
980 S. Wisconsin Avenue, Gaylord, M1 49735
866-NORTHHD www.northwoodshd.com

Print ads are listed in first-come, first-served order; left to right, top to bottom. Web ad presentation isin random order. Ad proceeds fund copying, folding, tabbing, labeling, and mailing costs. I
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Cruisin’ News

isa Publication of The American
Legion Riders, Department of
Michigan, Post 396

Editor: Pat “Bobcat” Babcock

Contributors:
Al “Porky” Spiteri—Director

Sanity note: NALRIC.com and
www.AmericanL egionRiders.net both
go to the same site...

Isthis newsletter correctly ad-
dressed? Contact the editor if any-
thing is wrong—name as displayed,
address, etc. Thanks!

Advertise With Us!

The Cruisin’ News gives you the
opportunity to get the word out to a
group of motorcycle enthusiasts dedi-
cated to the support of Veteran's
issues. We're a hellatioudy loyal
group, well known to support those
who support us. Y our $10 ad helps to
produce this newsletter, getting ALR
info—and your ad—to members via
both mail and the web. Pleas ad-
vertise with us.

Still serving - And Riding!

www.AmericanL egionRiders.net/gc_mi_alr

The Runs...

Biker Events|n and Around
our Area...

Asin the past, be sure to follow up
on these events before attending.

We do our best to ensure the dates,

location and contact info are ac-
curate, but mistakes are easily
made and hardly corrected...

30 Jul—MI Custom Bike

Builders Show—Cement City,
v MI 517-547-3333

¥ 30 Jul—Telegraph

Dream Cruise Con-
tact Ft. Dearborn

Sturgis, SD
Contact 605-347-2556

11 Aug—GC ALR Dinner
Ride—meet 6pm @ Post 396
18 Aug—GC ALR Ladies
Night Out—Varsity Club

19-21 Aug—Easyriders Rodeo—
Fowlerville, MI Contact 800-962-9857
26-28 Aug—Boomerama—Davisburg, M|
Contact 248-623-6418

27 Aug—Chapter Picnic—Animal Zone
27 Aug—Run For The Heart—Hudson, Ml
Contact 517-547-3333

28 Aug—Ride For Kids—Ann Arbor, M|
Contact 800-253-6530

31 Aug-5 Sep—Easyriders Rodeo Grand
Nationals—Chillicothe, OH Contact 800-
962-9857

10 Sep—Chapter Surf & Turf—Post 396
17 Sep—Hog Heaven—Dearborn, M|l Con-
tact American Legion Post 364

9 Oct—Plymouth Chili Cookoff—
Plymouth, M1 Contact 734-455-8838

9 Oct—Giant Motorcycle Svap Meet—
Deltaplex Grand Rapids, M| Contact 800-
968-4242

20-23 Oct—Biketober fest—Daytona Beach,
FL Contact 800-854-1234

23 Oct—Giant Motorcycle Svap Meet—
State Fair Grounds Detroit, M| Contact
800-968-4242 B



