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L ooking Down The Road...

by calling (703)573-5200. Y ou will have
to reserve the room in your name and
credit card. Thereisalimited number of
rooms blocked for the American Legion
Riders at the Hotel at $99.00 per night.

A letter from the Director ...

| guessit isthat time to start thinking
about the Holidays. We have alot going
on through the next few months so please
take the time to come to our meeting and
get al the latest info.

We will be again doing the annual Santa-

land parade in Garden City on Nov. 27th.

Pat Squiresis the chairman for this event

and could use some help. Theparadeisa
major undertaking and takes alot of help

to pull it off.

Also remember that we will be selling
Goodfellow papers on the corner of Ford
and Inkster on Nov. 26th.

For those of you interested in going to
Rolling Thunder next Memoria weekend
you can get aroom at the Residence Inn

Plans are well under way for the Ameri-
can Legion Riders Midwest Romp to be
held over the 4th of July weekend in
2005. Thiswill be the 4th annual
"Romp" and will have ALR members
from across the country attending. The
event will be at the Fowlerville fair-
ground. There will be plenty of camping
sites available at the fairgrounds or if you
wish to stay in a Hotel there will be more
information coming on area Hotels. We
should start getting some fliers together
in early spring.

Ride Safe .
Bill Kaledas s

Safety First!

In this installment of Safety First!, we
turn our attention to the perils of Thanks-
giving and the Holiday Season.

Yes, yes. When riding in the cold, it is
important to dress warmly and in layers
so that you protect yourself from the
cold, yet give yourself the ability to re-
move layers when you become too
warm.

Yes, also, to practicing your scanning
and analysis skill to watch out for al the
additional drunks and distracted drivers
that pop on the scene thistime of year.

And, yeah, being aware of road condi-
tions and adjusting your ride to accom-
modate them. All important, true.

But there is something more insidious
lurking just over the time horizon. Some-
thing so prevalent that almost all of us
will be affected by it in some way.

What is he prattling on about, you're
asking. What could possibly be so threat-
ening to us at thistime of year?

Leftover turkey. Yes. Leftover turkey.
No matter how carefully you plan the
meal, it seems to multiply and grow as
you eat. Invariably, 40 galon-size zip-
loc bags of leftover turkey find their way
into your refrigerator. It crowds out other
victuals—it even challenges beer for
chilled airspace! The horror!

And, no matter how creative you are in
the kitchen, you can't seem to create
enough turkey casserole, stew, nor sand-
wich to even dent this never-ending sup-
ply. Like the starter for Amish Friend-
ship Cake, the turkey just seems to grow
and grow—and all your friends are wise
toyou! You can't even giveit away!

(Continued on page 3)
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American Legion Riders On The Road...

Just a REMINDER; don®forget
next year... July 1-4, ©5isthe
Great Lakes Romp at Fowelerville,
MI Fair Grounds sponsored by the
Michigan American Legion Riders.
Posts from Holt, Milford, Howell,
Garden City, Downriver, Troy, Mt.
Clemens, and St. Helen are this
year®sponsors. All American Le-
gion Riders, families and guests are
invited to attend. Weekend camping
with games, for the kids and adults
(not those, it®a family outing),
poker run, bands, food, drinks (to
cool off), bike show and FIRE-
WORKS. Moreinformation to fol-
low. SEE YOU THERE.....

July 20 Attended the Downriver
(Melvindale) post general meeting
and want to pass along some infor-
mation. A motion was made and
carried to change their meeting
nights FROM the THIRD Tuesday
of the month, TO the FIRST Tues-
day of the month. Mark your calen-
dars, next Downriver meeting will
be August 3at 7:30 pm. Thisisa
Post of Ridersthat liketo ride at
every opportunity and if nothing is
going on, they just get together and
ride. My kind of people!!! 1@e met
alot of people at this Post that | am
proud to call my FRIENDS and
BROTHERS. If you have a chance,

stop by and cool off.

July 25 | know it®@kind of late
notice, but don®forget the Veteran®
Unity Run to the War Memorial at
Lansing, MI. We are gathering at
Garden City Post 396 at 9:00 am
and DEPARTING at 10:00 am.
Ceremony starts about 1:00 pm and
lasts about 1 hour. Maybe a stop
(Holt or Howell) on the way back.
More to follow after the ride.

AUGUST is Sturgis, S.D. 1@ go-
ing, anyone else???

August 19 Thiswas my first Romp,
|@n getting old and | can®remember
why | didn®make the previous
Romps. They were in July 2002 and
2003. | was the chase vehicle, so
Bob Lord and | trailered our bikes.
We met with 8 of the Downriver
Post members, Bob (Osama), Lisa
(Puddin), Cowboy, Cindy, Mike
(Coach), Brad (Smiley) and Ron
(No Alias) and started out. About
30 miles from home one of the rid-
ers broke the chain on his bike.
Unload one and load another. Our
first stop was the Harley shop at
Calumet, Indiana. It took over 2 2
hours to replace a chain. When they
went to lunch, they ALL went to
lunch. We stopped at what seemed
to be EVERY Harley dealership

The Year Of Riding In Review

from hereto Fond Du Lac. We
started 7:00 am and registered at
8:00 pm, 13 hoursfor a 500 mile
trip, that®about 38 miles per hour.

When we registered, we were given
abag with aFond Du Lac tourist
book and an agenda. | was disap-
pointed to find out that there were
NO field events, NO dunk tank and
NO venders, with the exception of
one of the Wisconsin member®
wife, who was selling iron on t-
shirts. There was suppose to be a
shuttle service available, but none
provided.

Elkhart Lake had a 500 Le Mans
seriesrace, Fond Du Lac had a Su-
per Truck Race, lolahad a Vintage
Military and Gun Show. There were
anumber of thingsto do, if you
knew about them.
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...And Don’'t Call Me“ Ed”

ood Lord! (Not you, Bob!) Is it

really already NOVEMBER?!
Where did the time GO?

or a month normally associated
with the coming of winter climes,
it's an oddly busy month for this
bunch of bikers! Some of my favor-
ite ALR events take place this
month—The Goodfellows Paper
Drive, for instance, on the Friday
after Thanksgiving. Always a good
time! Or the SantaLand Parade
which, regrettably, | can’'t be part of
this year due to my brother’s wed-
ding on the 27th. And the Santa-
Land party itself (OK, you caught

me: it's realy in December). And
the UPC Dinner Dance on the 6th
(Yeah, | know it's not specifically
ALR, but a lot of my brothers and
sisters are on the committee and
many others attend).

nd, it's the start of the busy Holi-
day Season when we al take pause
Thanksgiving Day to give thanks to
the good Lord (not you, Bob!) for
all that we have—every day above-
ground isagood day!

nother thing to think about: offi-

cer elections are coming up! Many
of our current officers have been

there since dirt was young, and are
looking for a break. Start thinking
about who you might want to serve
you on our board, and then NOMI-
NATE them in January, and
ELECT them in February!

inally, lets get out to our favorite
shops, Cruisin’ News in hand, and
see if we can't convince them to
buy an ad to help support our Chap-
ter. Not sure how long we can con-
tinue a printed, mailed newsletter if
no-one iswilling to step up and help
fund it. It's easy to ask; worst case:
they say “no”. But they’ll never say
“yes’ if they're never asked... @@;
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Safety First! (cont)

(Continued from page 1)

Leftover turkey is clearly the zuc-
chini of the Holiday season (ever
grow zucchini and then try to deal
with the 250 metric tons of it that
comes from a single vine?). And
man does not live on turkey alone!
No! Gravy is absolutely required
and Brussels sprouts, yams, mashed
potatoes, and cranberry sauce come
highly recommended; however,
these sides are in short supply after
the feed! | am firm in my belief that
the turkey itself consumes these
items as it grows to the sun-
blocking voluminous heap of meat
that ends up in the fridge.

The world’'s only hope against this
scourge is the coordinated creation
of Pat's Turkey Noodle Soup. It is
the only known defense against the
wanton massacre of valuable beer
space in the fridge.

Specialized equipment is required: a
large pot, and a really big spoon.
First, take al of those bones and the
skin, throw them into your pot, and
add a teaspoon or so of salt, another
of minced garlic (keeps it from
coming back to life), and about a
half teaspoon of black pepper. Toss
in a half teaspoon of your favorite
poultry seasoning mix. Now, top
that puppy up with water, and bring
to a boil. Reduce the heat, and let it
cook down for hours and hours.

Add water and cook down as often
as you please—the more time in the
pot, the better the stock. Careful not
to let it cook out of water as it will
burn and be ruined quickly! Strain
the skin and bones from the pot and
chuck ‘em out. Set the pot in the
fridge, if there's room around all of
that leftover turkey. It should set up
to a nice jello-like jelly. This will
be the basis for your leftover-
annihilating soup.

Now, get that big ol’ pot of stock
out of the fridge, and top it up with
water. Stir it up to get the stock off
the bottom, and start heating it up.
While that's going on, peel and
slice some carrots and toss them in.
Same for some stalks of celery. Peel
and wedge two big yellow onions
and toss them in, too. Add about a
tablespoon of dry pardey, some
minced garlic, about a 1/4 cup of
lemon juice, and a few splashes of
tobasco sauce. Once you have a
nice rolling boil, dip some out and
taste it. Add more salt if neces-
sary—or, if you prefer, chicken
bouillon.

While the broth is boiling, wrestle a
few garbage bags of leftover turkey
out of the fridge, and cut it into bite
size pieces. The white meat is best
for the soup; save the dark meat for
sandwiches and casseroles.

Toss your chunks of meat into the
soup with a handful or two of wide
egg noodles. Cook until the noodles
are tender, and serve hot.

Ahh! Now, doesn’t the world seem
a safer place now that those left-
overs have been dealt with? ..

Atimefor renewal...

Have you just renewed your Legion,
Aux, or SAL dues, but are haunted by
that feeling that you’ ve somehow for-
gotten something? Let me help! It's
timeto renew your ALR member ship!

Your ALR Membership dues for 2005
can be paid any time after you've re-
newed your Legion Family Member-
ship. Simply take your shiny, new Le-
gion Family membership card, your
dues payment ($12/yr), and your motor-
cycle registration with a completed
Member Data Form (from last month’s
The Cruisin’ News! or download from
our website) to Pam, and she'll issue
you yet another card to make your wal-
let even more uncomfortable to sit on!

If you prefer, you can mail a check or
money order for $12.00, along with
copies of your Legion family card and
motorcycle registration, and your com-
pleted Member Data Form to:

ALR
c/oPam Globke
26340 Pennie Dbn. Hts., M1 48125

Pam will get your card to you, and de-
stroy the copies of your Legion Family
membership card and registration. i‘* o

Your ad here helps produce the monthly newsl etter

(Ads are $10 each/$120 for 13 months)

Wolverine Harley-Davidson
44660 N. Gratiot Clinton Township, M1 48036
(586) 463-7700  www.wolverinehd.com
“World-classfacility, great people!”

Print ads are listed in first-come, first-served order; left to right, top to bottom. Web ad presentation isin random order. Ad proceeds fund copying, folding, tabbing, labeling, and mailing costs. I
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Cruisin’ News

isa Publication of The American
Legion Riders, Department of
Michigan, Post 396

Editor: Pat “Bobcat” Babcock

Contributors:
Bill “PolkaBill” Kaledas—Director
Pete “Boo-Ga-Loo” Boguslawski

Isthis newsletter correctly ad-
dressed? Contact the editor if any-
thing is wrong—name as displayed,
address, etc. Thanks!

Read thisonline at
http://americanlegionriders.net/gc_mi_alr

Advertise With Us!

The Cruisin’ News gives you the
opportunity to get the word out to a
group of motorcycle enthusiasts dedi-
cated to the support of Veteran's
issues. We're a hellatioudy loyal
group, well known to support those
who support us. Y our $10 ad helps to
produce this newsletter, getting ALR
info—and your ad—to members via
both mail and the web. Pleas adver-

tise with us. TheALRisaprogram
of The American Legion— a non-
profit Veterans' organization

Still serving - And Riding!

A4
;

The Runs...

Last month saw the an-
nual Plymouth Chili
Cook-off. Once again, as
seems to never fail, cir-
cumstances arose such
that | had to take a miss,
but | amtold it was great
with alot of good looking
bikes and friendly bikers
amidst the competition to
find out who the best
chili chef was for the
day (not to men-
tion the best

P
",:\\ Thanksto Dr.
Bab, there
ae some
pictures
avail-
ableon
our website
for al to enjoy.

Other than that, time to
“winterize” (read: add
chrome to) the ol’ scoot
for the snowy weather!

Biker eventsin and around our area

(ALWAYS check with the subject organization to be
sure that these dates are still valid—thislist is com-
piled LONG before many are officially scheduled and
itisn’t normally reviewed afterward):

Oct 31 Giant Swap Meset

Lansing, M1 800/968-4242 www.motorcycleswap.com

Nov 6 UPC Dinner Dance

Garden City, MI Contact Gentleman Dave at 734/427-9712

or 734/812-1518 for tickets or more information

Nov 26 Goodfellow’ s Paper Drive

Garden City, MI Contact Gentleman Dave at 734/427-9712

or 734/812-1518 for more information

Nov 27 Santaland Parade

Garden City, MI Contact Pat Squires to volunteer to help with
planning and logistics, or Moe Price if you plan on riding in the
parade.

Dec 4 Santaland Party

Garden City, MI Contact Crazy Bob Squires or Gentleman Dave
Spiteri to volunteer to help with setup and/or the party itself.
Dec 11 (tentative) Chapter Christmas Party

Post 396, Garden City, M|

Dec 14 (tentative) Hines Christmas Lights Ride

From Post 396, Garden City, MI

Dec 17 Chapter Cookie Bake 8:00 pm

St. Dunstan, Garden City, M| Contact Pat Babcock for more
info.

Jan 1 First Rideof ‘05

From Post 396, Garden City, M| @@ﬁ



