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L ooking Down The Road...

Note that, we will also be helping out the
Goodfellows this year by selling papers the
Friday after Thanksgiving—November 26th.
It'd be great to have a huge turn out to help!

A letter from the Director...

Well summer is amost over but yet it seems
more like it isjust starting—we have had
some pretty nice weather the past few weeks!

The planning committee meetings for the 4th
annua ALR Romp are starting back up.
2005’s Romp will be held over the 4th of July
weekend at the Fowlerville Fair Grounds, and
we the Michigan Chapter of the ALR are the
hosts! The committee meetsat 1:00 PM on
the 3rd Sunday of every month at the Ameri-
can Legion Post in Howell. We will be need-
ing alot of peopleto help with the event—
especially in the area of security. If you
would like to help out, please drop in at one
of the meetings—you are more than welcome
there!

We are also till planning to host the annual
Garden City "Santaland" parade. The parade
will be held on Saturday November 27th.
Any and all help would be appreciated—
contact Pat Squiresif you are able and willing
to help.

It's also renewal time! If you' ve already re-
newed your Legion, Aux, or SAL member-
ship, bring your card, data form, and motor-
cycle registration with your dues to Pam at
the next meeting, and get the renewa of your
ALR membership out of the way, too.

Our next meeting will be on Thursday Oct
7th. Hopeto seeyou there.

For more information on the ALR and other
ALR events around the country please visit
our website at: americanlegionriders.net—and
don’t forget our Chapter’ s website at ameri-
canlegionriders.net/gc_mi_alr

Enjoy what’ s |eft of the warm weather!

Ride Safe
Bill K. ")

Safety First!

You're stopped at the head of the line in the
left-turn lane at a busy intersection. The light
changes to green. You ease out the clutch,
rolling on a little throttle as you do. You roll
out into the intersection where your bike dies
and won't restart. What do you do?

You turn a corner to find an entire lane of
traffic stopped dead—but it's a two-lane, and
the other lane looks clear. What do you do?

You're cruising down the center lane of the
superhighway. There is a constant flow of
traffic all around you. Suddenly, your engine
quits. What do you do?

These may sound contrived, but situations
like these occur every day. And how you
react in situations like these may mean the
difference between inconvenience and injury.

Two of these situations represent equipment
failure. Your machine is no longer powered,
and its up to you to get yourself and your
machine out of harm’s way.

In thefirst situation, if you still have electrica

power and you are so equipped, turn on your
emergency flashers. If not, use whatever
means you have available to dert the drivers
around you that you are not going anywhere
fast. Your next job isto get you and your bike
out of traffic unscathed. It's best if you can
get someone to block traffic for you. If you
can't, wait for a break in oncoming traffic and
head for the closest Ieft corner. This way, you
are facing any oncoming traffic and can react
as required to protect yourself. Get your bike
out of the intersection as quickly and safely as
possible, and to the side of the road. If you
have road flares, set them up to aert oncom-
ing traffic that your bike is at the side of the
road. And, unless you can fix your bike
quickly and you have the room to do so
safely, get away from it. Stand well off to the
side of the road and, in a position between
your bike and on-coming traffic. This way,
should some yutz plow into your scoot, your
scoot will be lesslikely to plow into you.

(Continued on page 3)
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-ALR General
Membership
Meeting 7 October
7pm

BIRTHDAYSIN OCT:

-Moe Price and Rod
White—3 Oct

-Charlie“ 007" Babcock
and Seve “ Box 0’ Rocks”
McMahon—9 Oct

- Barb Price and Judy
“Sormy” Reynolds—10
Oct

- Doreen McMahon—14
Oct

- Nicki Shaw—15 Oct

-Rick Sler—20 Oct

- Pete “ Boo-Ga-Loo” Bo-
guslawski—28 Oct
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American Legion Riders On The Road...

June 3 General membership meet-
ing at Garden City with agroup
photo afterwards. What a motley
group of people and 1@ proud to
call them friends and brothers. Pic-
tures are on the web site, or ask Pat
(Bobcat) about hard copies.

June 6 Gathered at Garden City
Post and rode down to Cabela®for
the Motown H-D Penrickton fund-
raiser. We had about 10 bikes with
some passengers that rode from the
Post and we later met up with
(Cowboy), Cindy (Couch) and other
members of the Downriver
(Melvindale) Post at the Cabela®
staging area. Last year there was an
estimated 1,500 bikes and this year
we had over 2,000 bikes. From start
to finish, it took over 45 minutesto
pass the first road block. Great
country road ride and | even went
chasing arabbit. Freaked out Do-
reen who was directly behind me,
but that® another story and | do
have alot of stories. After we got
back to Motown H-D we were told
that over $47,000 was collected for
the Penrickton Home and over
2,500 bikes participated. They ran
out of pigs (pork) because of the
large turn out and had to get hot
dogs. Afterwards, agroup of us
went to American Legion Post 200

to cool off.

June 14 Flag folding at Post 396.
Recommend we get larger flags
next time, my fingers till won®
straighten. All of the different
American Legion groups partici-
pated and we finished around 10:00
pm. After folding 300 (or was it
3,000) flags; fold, redo, laugh and
fold again was the normal routine at
our table. It wasn®bad once you got
arhythm. For those who weren®
able to attend we had a great time.
Let®hope that all of our troops will
be back home next year, so we
won®have to do this again.

June 19 Attended Harley Fest at
Freedom Hill, Sterling Heights
sponsored by radio station WRIF,
Motown and Motor City H-D deal-
erships for MDA. This has been one
of my annual events and |®@e never
been disappointed. Rained on afew
times but that®Michigan. Wasn®
able to ride out with any of the dif-
ferent groups because of prior com-
mitment; so | wasn®able to get
there until after 1:00 pm. Was hop-
ing to see the parade of bikes from
Motown or Motor City but they got
there before | did. Bands played all
day, vendors, food, drinks (to cool
off) and people watching.

The Year Of Riding In Review

June 20 ABATE Dad®Day In
Hell. What else can | say, it was
HELL. Bob (God) Lord and | at-
tended the Poker Run that took us
from Hell to Marshall to Adrian to
Ann Arbor and back to Hell. Nice
country rode riding, with stops
along the way. To all the DAD® out
there, next year instead of spending
time with the family, take their ad-
viceand goto HELL. | did.

July 4 HOLIDAY ... Hope every-
one enjoyed themselves and had a
safe and happy holiday.

July 2 My daughter-in-law
(Phaedra) and my son, Steve (Bogi -
also an American Legion Rider) had
their first child, ababy GIRL
(Philomena). | have to come up
with a good nickname for her.
Grandpafor the first time. 1@ too
young and good looking to be a
GRANDPA.

...And Don’'t Call Me“ Ed”

appy Halloween!

"'m looking forward to Halloween
thisyear.

sakid, it was aways my favorite
holiday. | would spend much of the
summer devising new facets of the
display I'd put out on my parent’'s
front lawn each year—cutting out
cardboard tombstones, or making
papier mache skeletons and the like.

have to say that it's still my fa-
vorite holiday, but it just hasn’t
been the same as it was when | was
akid. The magic is gone, somehow.

t's a shame that, as we grow
older, things like Halloween fade in
importance when compared to al
the crap we have to chase in our
day-to-day. We're so  busy being
“grown-ups’ that we forget what it
was like—the magic of it. We also
forget that the little ones around us
still see it with shining eyes—no-
one has turned out the lights of
imagination and anticipation for
them yet.

€? I've decided that I'm not
going to be a source of disillusion-
ment for my kids anymore. I'm
going to make it my “job” to see

that they thoroughly enjoy this Hal-
loween. No impatience with them
as they anxioudly get ready for the
night’s fun; no trying to get “Trick
or Treat” over with. I’'m going to be
“there” this year; not just there.

'm even going to try to resurrect
that anticipation, that excitement in
myself this year. Maybe that way |
won't be focusing so much on how
much time my children’s fun is tak-
ing away from other things;, maybe
I'll finaly be able to focus instead
on how important this time is for
them.

nd maybe I’m not too late. ﬁ@ﬁ
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Safety First! (cont)

(Continued from page 1)

In the second situation, your scoot is
functioning fine. It's time to put that
article 1 wrote on awareness to good
use.

Normally, traffic stops for a reason. If
something looks odd, trust me: it is—
the open lane is not a gift. If you must
take the open lane, keep your speed
low, and watch the stopped drivers for
any movement—I| assure you: you're
never going to be the only one who
noticed the open lane, and one of those
stopped cars may veer into it a any
moment.

Also, as you approach the first car in the
column, slow down even more. This
will give you enough time to react in the
event that the reason they've all stopped
comes across your path—wildlife, con-
struction or emergency vehicles, a pe-
destrian, another car—any one of which
could cause you serious harm if you're
not prepared.

The last situation is another equipment
failure, but, typicaly, at a high rate of
speed. The key in this case is to manage
your velocity, and use it to get you out
of harm's way. First, sgueeze your
clutch and shift to neutral to prevent the
engine and transmission from robbing
you of your momentum. And try to
avoid using your brakes while maneu-
vering—you need to conserve your
speed. Use the brakes only as necessary
to get into the flow of the targeted lane.

Evduate the layout of the highway. If
there is no breakdown lane on one side,
make the other your target. Signa to

change lanes to get to an outside lane,
and the outlaying breakdown lane. If
you have electrica power, use your
signal lights; otherwise, you'll have to
rely on hand signals—never hurtsto use
them with the lights, anyway. Plus, the
additional motion may help aert drivers
to your plight (which, hopefully, will
prompt them to block for you, rather
than pick you off...).

It isusually preferable to go to the right.
First, since your bike will be losing
speed as you work to get off the high-
way, you redly don't want to insert
yourself into the left lane as these are
considered passing lanes, and are usu-
ally used by the higher-speed nutcases
on the road. Second, once you've got
your scoot safely on the shoulder, you'll
not want to cross three or four lanes of
expressway traffic to get help. Finaly,
the right shoulder is usually wider, and
is more easily accessed by emergency
vehicles. But if things are clearer to the
left than to the right, and the left shoul-
der affords you the space necessary to
keep you out of harm's way, by al
means. use the opening to your advan-
tage and get out of traffic quickly.

Once you've made it to the side of the
road, get your bike as far away from
traffic as possible—it may be better to
lean your bike AWAY from traffic
against a guardrail or embankment than
to lean it into traffic on its sidestand.

Turn on your emergency flashers, if you
haven't already. If you don’'t have flash-
ers, use the turn signa corresponding to
the shoulder you're on to help aert

motorists to your presence. If you have
some other means of alerting motorists
to your position—reflectors, flares,
flags, lights—use them. And, just as
with the l€eft turn lane incident, position
yourself away from the shoulder and
upstream to your bike so that you won’t
be hit if some yo-yo hitsit. ﬁ@ﬁ

Atimefor renewal...

Have you just renewed your Legion,
Aux, or SAL dues, but are haunted by
that feeling that you’ ve somehow for-
gotten something? Let me help! It's
timeto renew your ALR member ship!

Your ALR Membership dues for 2005
can be paid any time after you've re-
newed your Legion Family Member-
ship. Simply take your shiny, new Le-
gion Family membership card, your
dues payment ($12/yr), and your motor-
cycle registration with a completed
Member Data Form (the surprise prize
inside thisissue of The Cruisin’ News!)
to Pam, and she'll issue you yet another
card to make your wallet even more
uncomfortable to sit on!

If you prefer, you can mail a check or
money order for $12.00, along with
copies of your Legion family card and
motorcycle registration, and your com-
pleted Member Data Form to:

ALR
c/oPam Globke
26340 Pennie Dbn. Hts., M1 48125

Pam will get your card to you, and de-
stroy the copies of your Legion Family
membership card and registration. i‘* o

Your ad here helps produce the monthly newsl etter

(Ads are $10 each/$120 for 13 months)

Wolverine Harley-Davidson
44660 N. Gratiot Clinton Township, M1 48036
(586) 463-7700  www.wolverinehd.com
“World-classfacility, great people!”

Print ads are listed in first-come, first-served order; left to right, top to bottom. Web ad presentation isin random order. Ad proceeds fund copying, folding, tabbing, labeling, and mailing costs. I
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Cruisin’ News

isa Publication of The American
Legion Riders, Department of
Michigan, Post 396

Editor: Pat “Bobcat” Babcock

Contributors:
Bill “PolkaBill” Kaledas—Director
Pete “Boo-Ga-Loo” Boguslawski

Isthis newsletter correctly ad-
dressed? Contact the editor if any-
thing is wrong—name as displayed,
address, etc. Thanks!

Read thisonline at
http://americanlegionriders.net/gc_mi_alr

Advertise With Us!

The Cruisin’ News gives you the
opportunity to get the word out to a
group of motorcycle enthusiasts dedi-
cated to the support of Veteran's
issues. We're a hellatioudy loyal
group, well known to support those
who support us. Y our $10 ad helps to
produce this newsletter, getting ALR
info—and your ad—to members via
both mail and the web. Pleas adver-

tise with us. TheALRisaprogram
of The American Legion— a non-
profit Veterans' organization

Still serving - And Riding!

The Runs...

For those that missed it,
our ALR Family Picnic
was a blast!

A big “Thank You” goes
out to Stormy and Animal
for once again hosting
our Chapter Picnicin
“The Animal Zone!” All
those in attendance had a
good time, with plenty to
eat and good company.

v Next year, we'll
f,/ do better at get-

() ting the word

¥ out to our Broth-

ersand Sis-

ters so
A that we
J) J havea
)
better
turn-out.
The picnicis
always a great opportu-

nity to meet new mem-
bers, and to renew your
friendship with those
members you haven't
seen in awhile.

Biker eventsin and around our area

(ALWAYS check with the subject organization to be
sure that these dates are still valid—thislist is com-
piled LONG before many are officially scheduled and
itisn’t normally reviewed afterward):

Sep 25 3rd Annual Fall InHell

Hell, MI For more information call 734/481-1452
www.abateof michigan.org

Oct 2 4th Annual Toys for Needy Kids Car & Motorcycle Show
American Legion Post 4, Mt. Clemens, M| 586/997-1286

Oct 4 17th Annual Toys For Kids

V.F.W. Post #6691, Fraser, M| 586/948-2522

Oct 10 Plymouth Chili Cookoff

Plymouth, M1 313/845-2269

Oct 10 Giant Swap Meset

Grand Rapids, M1 800/968-4242 www.motorcycleswap.com
Oct 21-Oct 24 Biketoberfest

Daytona, FL800/854-1234

Oct 24 Giant Swap Meet

Detoit, M| 800/968-4242 www.motorcycleswap.com

Oct 31 Giant Swap Meset

Lansing, M1 800/968-4242 www.motorcycleswap.com

Nov 26 Goodfellow’ s Paper Drive

Garden City, MI Contact Gentleman Dave at 734/427-9712
or 734/812-1518 for more information

Nov 27 Santaland Parade

Garden City, MI Contact Pat Squires to volunteer to help with
planning and logistics, or Moe Price if you plan on riding in the

parade. @g@ﬁ



